Steeple Sounds

The monthly newsletter of Central Square Congregational Church, UCC
January 2026

We are a Christian community of people who are reaching out to our
neighbors, at home and abroad, sharing our faith and our resources.

From the Desk of Rev. Beth
Rev. Elizabeth Stotts, Pastor

“See, I am doing a new thing.”
-Isaiah 43:19

Entering a new year naturally makes us reflect. We think of the joys and challenges of the past year, prayers
answered and prayers still waiting. But here’s the thing we need to remember: God is always at work. Scripture tells us
of the promise that God is always doing a “new thing”. This does not mean forgetting the past. It means trusting that
God can bring renewal, healing, and purpose out of every season.

| always love hearing about the “new things” God is doing in the lives of those in our church community. Starting
in the December issue, we began a new section of our monthly newsletter where members of our community can
share life updates (see page 4).

Welcoming news and life updates from those in our community is more than simply receiving information—it is an
act of listening, respect, and connection. When we open ourselves to the voices and experiences of others, we affirm
that every person’s story matters. People’s life updates often carry joys, challenges, hopes, and concerns, and when
we read the news, we create space for empathy and understanding. It helps us see beyond our own perspectives and
recognize how deeply interconnected we are.

Also, studies show that when people feel heard and valued, they are more likely to share honestly and participate
actively. This exchange builds unity, reminding us that progress and healing often begin with awareness. Even difficult
news can inspire compassion and action, encouraging us to support one another and work toward positive change.

Ultimately, my prayer is that this “new thing” nurtures a sense of belonging in each of us. It reminds us that we are
not isolated individuals but part of a larger whole, responsible for one another’s well-being. Through openness and
care, we help create a community rooted in respect, shared responsibility, and hope.

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!
In Christ,

Zev, Beth



Page 2

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC, of

Bridgewater, Massachusetts is an open and affirming

church. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Remote Worship on Facebook and
YouTube
Sunday Worship will continue to be livestreamed from
the Sanctuary at 10 a.m.
Use the link on the homepage of www.csccucc.org to
access Sunday worship, or visit our Facebook page. Past
worship services are also available in both places.

Tue, Wed, Thu, & Sun: 9am-1pm

Please note: the office will be closed

Next Cabinet meeting is Wednesday,
Jan. 21, 7pm

Monthly meetings of the church leadership are held
in the Fellowship Hall. All church members are also
welcome to attend.

January 4-9

Venmo!

CSCC Team Leadership 2025-26

Spiritual Engagement Team Leaders:
Deb Sorgman, Eric Stotts

Congregational Team Leaders:
Carol Chaffee, Natalie Muurisepp

Property & Finance Team Leaders:
Patrick Donahue, David Hanson, John Sharland

Community Engagement Team Leaders:
Heather Ciaramitaro, Stephanie Holmgren,
Terry Reynolds

All types of donations to CSCC are welcome via Venmo.
Aim your phone camera below, or use the Venmo app to
send your donation to @cscc-ucc

PITIR L 73 o L BP0 A

Did you know that Venmo has fewer fees to the church
than Paypal? So if you can’t decide which one to use, choose
Venmo.

The Bridgewater Food Pantry, hosted and supported
by CSCC, is open Thursdays, 10am-1pm, and the first
Mondays of the month, 6-7:30pm, except holidays. All
Bridgewater residents who are in need of food are
welcome.

If you are a Bridgewater resident unable to come to
the food pantry, but are in need of food, please contact
the church office by email or phone (below) and
arrangements will be made for you.

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026

508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.cs

ccucc.org - www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma
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AADTT W CARING
Do you need a meal,

/r;&(@?{/}(_, prayer or a chat? Cont

office, or a member of our Care Team.

To contact Rev. Beth, call the church office Deacons

at 508-697-6016 or email her at Deb Sorgman Cristi Ciaramitaro

csccpastor@hotmail.com debsorgman@gmail.com Savannah Wells, Jr. Deacon
Anne Malmquist Liam O’Connell, Jr. Deacon

CSCC Care Team amalmquist@comcast.net Tallinn Muurisepp, Jr. Deacon

Carol Chaffee ¢ Bev Mitchell ® Deb Moore Stephanie Holmgren, Altar

Rev. Beth Stotts ¢ Nina Gabel-Jorgensen Deacon

FOR OUR COMMUNITY
a call, spiritual care, or even just a
act the Pastor, a Deacon, the church

Rehearsals at 9:40am:
Jan. 4 -Jan. 11 - Jan. 25

Performance at 10am:
January 25

Coins for Kids
Church
Don’t forget to bring
your spare change for
the Coins for Kids Church
collection ! This helps to
pay for Kids Church
supplies and teaching materials.
We normally collect it on the first Sunday of the month,
but feel free to bring it on any Sunday!

Central Square Congregational

If you like to gather after worship to meet and greet
newcomers or catch up with your church family, then
coffee hour is for you. Coffee hour is run by volunteers
and your help is needed for 3 Sundays during the month
of January. Please consider signing up to help on January
4, 11, or the 25th. Setup, hosting, and clean up runs
smoothly with 2-3 volunteers. The sign-up sheet will be
posted in Fellowship Hall on the bulletin board near the
kitchen, or you can contact the church office.

Church, UCC - January 2026

508-697-6016 + OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.csccucc.org - www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma
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“"Community is the heartbeat of

humanity, pulsing with love and

support.”
¢ Congratulations to...

...Andrew Jackson on his engagement to Alexandra
Downing.

...Philip and Carol Chaffee, who celebrated their
40th wedding anniversary with a Rails to Rim
Adventure to the Grand Canyon.

...Austin Chaffee, son of Carol and Philip, who is
officially relocating to Chicago this month for
his job with Jacobs Engineering.

Do you have an important milestone in your family
you'd like to share with the CSCC community? Perhaps
a retirement (yay!), a birth, a new job or house, a
passing? Let us share in these important moments in
the life of our community together.

Send your brief, one-line message to the church
office at office@csccucc.com. If it's received by the 20th
of the month, it'll be in the next Steeple Sounds. If it
comes dfter, we'll save it for the next one.

What’s new with you?

Thank You Thank You Thank You

Over 14 table lengths of warm clothing and other
donations were distributed in Taunton as part of this year’s
Warmth in Cold Places mission. Thank you for your
generosity and the generosity of the entire Bridgewater
community.

Saturday, January 10, 1-4pm
Tickets on Sale Now!

Visit www.csccucc.org/events for

tickets

If you like Harry Potter, you'll love our Magical Event!
An adventure awaits you!

Bats and cats and all kinds of critters will be there.
Grab your brooms and be ready to fly to Central Square
Congregational Church— the doors open at 1:00 on
Saturday, January 10th. Tell all your friends! There will be
food, fun, a real bat expert, crafts, candy store, potions,
and of course... magic will be in the air!

Tickets are for timed entrance - please come at the
time on your ticket. How long you stay is up to you.

Admission price INCLUDES all of the activities and food,
and you will take home anything you create, including:

e your own owl that you make in The Owlry

e your own creation from the Magical Botanicals tent

¢ a special item from the Wand Emporium

...and more. (All activities are optional.)

In addition, there will be:

e experiments at the Mystical Brews & Potions tent

* a magical store to make purchases if you wish

¢ "The Bat Lady" to tell us all about REAL bats

* mac & cheese, and pancakes, both with options for
delicious toppings!

Every individual aged 5 or over attending the event
needs their own ticket (or needs to be part of a "family"
ticket).

$15 per person aged 5 and older.
4 and under are free.
Family price
(for up to 2 adults and the children that live with them):
$50
Youth 12 and under must be accompanied by an adults at
all times.

Everyone attending must have a ticket (or be part of a
family ticket).

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026

508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM -

Www.csccucc.org -

www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma



Happy New Year to All!

Thanks to all who helped us to once again, not only
reach our goal but surpass it for 2025. Customers,
volunteers, and all who have publicized on our behalf, we
thank you.

Central Closet Thrift Shop will reopen on January 3rd,
after our much needed vacation.

January 3rd and January 7th all Christmas merchandise
will be 75% off.

Central Closet Thrift Shop will be closed on January

10th for a Magical Adventure being held in Central Square
Congregational Church. Check it out - lots of fun for all.

Then back to regular hours January 14th (Wednesday
and Saturday 10-2).

We welcome new or gently used clothing and
accessories for adults and children, household items,
books and toys. Please no electronics, broken items, torn
or stained clothing. We do limit donations up to 20 items
per visit. Donations are only accepted during shop hours
(Wednesday and Saturday, 10-2).

Thanks for helping Central Closet Thrift Shop!

Oounie. Sandy, Jane, Lyuw and Gadl

Page 5

What's The Big Deal
About Name Tags

We would love to see
everyone wearing nametags.
“Why?”, you may ask. You may
think that everyone "knows
your name" and they very well
might. But on any given Sunday, a visitor could be in our
midst, among other things. We like what Al had to say
about it: "Name tags in churches are a simple tool to build
community, welcome guests, and ease social awkwardness
by helping people connect names to faces, especially when
members are new, fostering easier conversations,
identifying staff/volunteers, and creating better
fellowship opportunities. They reduce embarrassment
from forgetting names, promote inclusivity, and can even
offer ministry/service roles in their distribution, making
newcomers feel seen and valued." Wearing your nametag
is an outreach ministry.

Key Benefits

Fellowship & Connection: Breaks down barriers, making it
easier to talk to unfamiliar people and build relationships.
Welcoming Guests: Helps visitors know who to approach
and helps existing members greet newcomers warmly.
Reduces Awkwardness: Prevents embarrassment from
forgetting names, allowing confident interaction.
Identifies Roles: Makes staff, ushers, and greeters easily
recognizable for assistance.
Creates Service Opportunities: Distributing and managing
name tags offers ways for more people to get involved.
For Leaders: Helps leaders remember names and details
about congregants, improving ministry.

Regardless of our church size, in summary the name
tag is:

e practical;

¢ a low-cost solution for enhancing communication
and community in any church size;

¢ helpful in creating a more personal and welcoming
environment for everyone.

The Congregational Engagement Team will be
promoting updating your name tag, refreshing it to reflect
who you are, however that comfortably defines you and
making sure that it is available for you to wear each and
every Sunday. So give it some thought - you have a name
and so let's share it with everyone.

Canol Chafjee. Care Team

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026

508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM -

Www.csccucc.org -

www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma
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December was a busy
month at Kids Church! We
talked about the story of the
birth of Jesus then we got
roles and prepared for the
Kids Church Pageant,
presented during worship on
December 21! The kids all
performed amazingly and our two readers, Sam and Liam,
did a great job reading. Huge thanks as always to Ashley
Earp and Diana Francis for helping direct the kids and
getting them all into costumes.

This month we start Heifer! For those that are new or
have not been around the church at this time of year, it is
the time of year we raise money for Heifer International.
The kids will learn about how Heifer raises money to send
animals to small farms of those most in need around the
world. This will all culminate in our Living Gift Market that
will take place on February 8th, following worship. In the
lead up to the market, the kids will be working on crafts to
sell and thinking of animal-themed food creations. Krissy
Cannizzo will be leading the kids in Heifer and it truly is
one of the kids' favorite sections we do in Kids Church.

Hope everyone had a safe and joyous Christmas and
holiday season!

Enic Stoetre
Kids Church Director

" —— u

The Kids Church Christmas pageant was held on Sunday, December 21.
Pictured here are the amazing kids that participated.

Christmas Poinsettia Memorial List

Carol & Philip Chaffee ~ In loving memory of Anne
Chaffee. Given with Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love

The Sheibley Family ~ in celebration of family, friends,
and our wider community spirit

Bruce Maclay ~ in memory of Mom & Dad

The Foronjy-Gannon Sisters ~ Merry heavenly Christmas
Mommy, Dad, and Billy

Rev. Beth Stotts ~ in memory of Jon Lybarger and Julie
Lybarger

The Ciaramitaro Family ~ in memory of lost loved ones
Gordon and Connie Brailsford ~ in memory of our loved
ones

Ellen Crawford and Troy Hubbell ~ in memory of Loved
ones

Veronica McCusker ~ for those suffering hopelessness,
family separation and fear

Terry & Bill Reynolds ~ in memory of loved ones

Julie Loiselle ~ for loved ones no longer with us

Jane O’Connell ~ in memory of loved ones

Gail Wright ~ in memory of Scott and Judy

Lynn and Gail ~ in memory of Mum and Dad

Carol Chaffee ~ in loving memory of David Roscoe

Steve & Connie Chandler ~ in memory of our loved ones
Stephanie Holmgren ~ in memory of Tillie Curtis, Nana
Darcy Britton ~ in loving memory of Jean & Ralph Parker,
Lester & Lois Sprague, Wendy Jean Britton, Barbara
Britton

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026

508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM -

Www.csccucc.org -

www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma
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Inclement Weather Policy

It’s that time of year again. Weather occasionally
interferes with our ability to safely hold events and
worship services here at CSCC, so be sure to familiarize
yourself with the inclement weather policy, a link to which
is on the home page of our website (csccucc.org).

The Senior Deacon in conjunction with the Senior
Pastor will discuss the need and reason for cancellation of
worship service. Closure notifications will be made via
Facebook, text alert, and email, and will be indicated on
the home page of the website as well as on the church
phone voicemail.

The main factors used to decide a cancellation are:

1. Excessive amounts of snow

2. Parking availability (or parking ban)

3. Damage to the church

4. State of Emergency

5. Power Outage

To ensure you receive timely notification of weather
issues, be sure you are on our email list as well as our cell
phone text message notification list. You may opt-out at
any time. A link to sign up for both lists is on the home
page of the website. Contact the office with questions.

Did you know Youth and Families can be
Ushers and Greeters, Too?

These small commitment/big impact roles are
available throughout the year, and youth and families are
welcome to volunteer as well. Whether for one Sunday,
or once a month, ushers and greeters, are needed to create
a helpful and welcoming experience for all who come
through our doors. Contact the church office, or speak to
someone in one of those roles on Sunday for more
information about how you can participate.

For more information, contact the church office at
office@csccucc.com or 508-697-6016.
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Women of the church and our community are invited
to come to the next Women'’s Guild meeting on January 7
at 6:30pm for some games and socialization in the cold
start of winter! Get out of the house and have some
refreshments and laughs while getting to know everyone
better. Our business meeting will be fun planning our
March wedding and bridal fashion show! We need your
ideas for planning and advertising our March program!

In December, the Women’s Guild supported Josie’s
Village with the donations filling the table below. Leslee
Barboza sponsors this nonprofit which benefits elderly
shut-ins and the residents of Life Care of West Bridgewater.
Mauree Bundock and Beth Basler, our Material AIDS co-
chairs, delivered the donations to Leslee (pictured with
Mauree and Beth). They were selected by resident need,
wrapped and delivered by Christmas! Thank you to all our
members who brought smiles to those at Christmas!

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026

508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM -

Www.csccucc.org -

www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma
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To find this Lectionary online, visit www.sneucc.org/Lectionary

Daily Lectionary Scripture References -January 2026 (Year A)

Thurs., Jan. 1

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13, Psalm 8
Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46

Fri., Jan. 2
Psalm 20
Genesis 12:1-7
Hebrews 11:1-12

Sat., Jan. 3
Psalm 72

Genesis 28:10-22
Hebrews 11:13-22

Sun.,, Jan. 4

Second Sunday after Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12
Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom 10:15-21
Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1:[1-9] 10-18

Mon., Jan. 5

Psalm 72

Joshua 1:1-9
Hebrews 11:32—12:2

Tues., Jan. 6
Epiphany

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Wed.,, Jan. 7
Psalm 72

1Kings 10:1-13
Ephesians 3:14-21

Thurs., Jan. 8
Psalm 29
1 Samuel 3:1-9
Acts 9:1-9

Fri., Jan. 9

Psalm 29

1 Samuel 3:10—4:1a
Acts 9:10-19a

Sat., Jan. 10
Psalm 29

1 Samuel 7:3-17
Acts 9:19b-31

508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM -

Sun., Jan. 11
Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Mon., Jan. 12
Psalm 89:5-37
Genesis 35:1-15
Acts 10:44-48

Tues., Jan. 13
Psalm 89:5-37
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Acts 8:4-13

Wed., Jan. 14
Psalm 89:5-37
Isaiah 51:1-16
Matthew 12:15-21

Thurs., Jan. 15
Psalm 40:1-11

Isaiah 22:15-25
Galatians 1:6-12

Fri., Jan. 16
Psalm 40:1-11
Genesis 27:30-38
Acts 1:1-5

Sat., Jan. 17
Psalm 40:1-11
1Kings 19:19-21
Luke 5:1-11

Sun., Jan. 18

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

Mon., Jan. 19
Psalm 40:6-17

Exodus 12:1-13, 21-28

Acts 8:26-40

Tues., Jan. 20
Psalm 40:6-17
Isaiah 53:1-12
Hebrews 10:1-4

Wed., Jan. 21
Psalm 40:6-17
Isaiah 48:12-21
Matthew 9:14-17

Thurs., Jan. 22
Psalm 27:1-6; 1 Samuel 1:1-20
Galatians 1:11-24

Fri., Jan. 23

Psalm 27:1-6

1 Samuel 9:27-10:8
Galatians 2:1-10

Sat., Jan. 24
Psalm 27:1-6
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Luke 5:27-32

Sun., Jan. 25

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Matthew 4:12-23

Mon., Jan. 26
Psalm 27:7-14
Judges 6:11-24
Ephesians 5:6-14

Tues., Jan. 27
Psalm 27:7-14
Judges 7:12-22
Philippians 2:12-18

Wed., Jan. 28

Psalm 27:7-14

Genesis 49:1-2, 8-13, 21-26
Luke 1:67-79

Thurs., Jan. 29

Psalm 15
Deuteronomy 16:18-20
1 Peter 3:8-12

Fri., Jan. 30

Psaim 15

Deuteronomy 24:17-25:4
1 Timothy 5:17-24

Sat., Jan. 31
Psaim 15
Micah 3:1-4
John 13:31-35

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026

www.csccucc.org = www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma



Page 9

uado doygs yuyL z-0}

L€

o€

uouy-|y wdy
uado 8210 yaInyD -1}
uado Anued poo4 -0}

6¢c

uado doyg yuyl z-0}
uado 8210 yaInyy -

8¢

VN S.uswopn wdy
uado 8210 yaInyy -6

LC

oc¢

Bunesiy vy wdog:/

yonyQ spiy *,diysop weg}
souewlopad Jioyo Jr weg|
JIoyd I WeQ:e

uado 8910 yaIny9 |-6

Jloyd IS wepg:g
={A

usdo doys JuyL z-0}

L4

N

uouy-|y widy
uado Anued poo4 -0}
uado 82140 yaIny9 |-6

Bunasy jeuiqe) wd,

uado doys yuyl z-0}
uado 8210 yaInyy -6

Il

VN S.usWopp wdy
uado 8210 yaIny9 -6

oc¢c

61

Bunes|y vy wdog:,
sfonjod AjLpuopy wey, |
yonyQ spiy ‘,diysIop) weg}
uado 8210 yaInyy -6
Jloyo IS weQg:g

81

usdo doygs JuyL z-0}

/4!

ol

cc
Bunes|y

soueUl4 B Aadoig wdy

uouy-y/ wd/

uadQ Anued poo4 -0}

uado 92110 y2InNy9 -6
anp suoIssILgns

spunog s|dasis

Sl

uado doyg yuyl z-0}
uado 8210 yainyy -6

i

VN S.UsWop) wdy
Bunsaw

wes| ale) WeQe:6

uado 8210 yoIny) -6

€l

cl

Bunes|y vy wdog:,
yonyo
spiy ‘,diysiopy weg|
JIoyo Jp wegy:6
uado 820 yaInyy -6
Jloyo g weQg:g
L1

_ Y33M SIHL G35010 301340 | Buneen vy wdgg:,
YoIny? spry
%c_ﬂmm_% | ‘.dysiopp uolunwiwio weQ|,
diysmojjo- 3 HeASIEaRE 09 10U0 Jf WeQY:6
joInuaApY uouy-ywdz | piing suswop wdog:g ; :M 0 10D *IS WeQE:g
9B v 1) uedQ Aijueg ooy 1-0} | uedo doys Yy z-04 VN Suewop wdy | "H°d POOAHA0ELD Aueydid3
‘221440
424nyd ay3 Sundeiuod Aq Jo 810°95n29s3 UO 3|ge|ieAe .
. uosJad-ur pue auljuo
ado dous 4L 2.0, sI sash Sulp|Ing ||e JO Jepuajed ||n} 8yl :910U asea|d 10q 18 SoIes dISION
m _N —. ‘DoJOU BSIMIBUIO SSaJUN,
AYAdNLlYS AvAdldd AVASHNHL AVYASIANAdIM Avds3nlL AYANOIN AYANNS

9202 AMVNNV[

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026

www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma

OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM WWW.Csccucc.org -

508-697-6016 -



Page 10

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026
508-697-6016 + OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.csccucc.org - www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma



Page 11

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - January 2026
508-697-6016 + OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.csccucc.org - www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma



Central Square Congregational Church, UCC

71 Central Square
Bridgewater, MA 02324 ¢ www.csccucc.org

1821-2021

Church Administration
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Stotts, csccpastor@hotmail.com
Office Manager: Jennifer Foronjy, office@csccucc.com
Sexton: Rich Sullivan
Minister of Music: Julia Scott Carey, juliascottcarey@gmail.com
Director of Video Evangelism: Paul Holmes
Treasurer: David Sheibley, treasurer@csccucc.com
Office telephone: (508) 697-6016
Facebook pages: facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma (main page),
facebook.com/groups/801550253194149 (youth page)
Instagram: @centralsquarechurch
Steeple Sounds submissions deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.

Amazon Shopping!
Shopping on Amazon and feeling generous? Check out the CSCC Wish List, and drop an item in your cart for us! Visit
www.csccucc.org/giving for the link to our Amazon wish list.

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC
71 Central Square
Bridgewater, MA 02324

FIRST CLASS MAIL





